
Maths104/184 — Intro

1 Course introduction

• This is “Maths 104/184 — Di↵erential calculus with applications to commerce and
social sciences”

• I am Shawn Desaulniers and I am your lecturer for this course.

• Feel free to call me Shawn or Dr. D.

• My o�ce Math Annex 1112

• My email address is shawn@math.ubc.ca. Please put “MATH104” or “MATH184” in
the title of your email so I can keep track of it easily —

• Before we start on course material, there is some admin that we need to cover.

1.1 Getting information

• Come and see me after the lecture.

• Look at the common webpage — you can get to this from www.math.ubc.ca

• Look at the webpage for this section — this is still under construction and we update
the learning outcomes weekly.

1.2 Times

• Your workshops will be where-ever they have been assigned (sorry - I dont know).

• Please be on time. If you have di�culty getting here on time, then please come and
see me.

• O�ce hours — We will have to work out a good time, but I think some hours on
Monday afternoon and Thursday are probably the best. If you wish to see me outside
of those hours you can make an appointment by email.

• All course related questions should asked on Piazza. There’s a link to it on the main
webpage.

1.3 Homework

• There will be weekly homework assignments using the webwork system. There are links
and instructions on the course webpage.

• Note — the homeworks will be posted on Friday at 6a and will be due 10 days later on
Monday at 11p. These will count to your final mark.

• There is an Introduction assignment already posted — this is just an introduction to
the system. Nice and easy. Very little mathematical content since we havent done
much. Try to do it before next class.

• There are also weekly “learning goals” on the common webpage.
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* Common Website: http://www.math.ubc.ca/~shawn/Math104-184/
* Our section (Math184-105): http://www.math.ubc.ca/~jfeng/Math184.htm
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• Exam and midterm questions will be similar to the webwork homeworks AND the
suggested problems on the course website, so it is critically important that you do and
keep up with these.

• Students are allowed to talk with one another about homework problems, but your
submitted work must be yours. The webwork problems are slightly randomised so you
will each get slightly di↵erent problems. It completely defeats the purpose of homework
if you get someone else to do it.

1.4 Workshops for 184 students

• There is a weekly 90 minute workshop

• The idea of this is — blunty — to make you work on problems and engage in peer
learning activites.

• You will be asked to form small groups and work together on problems for most of the
workshop. There is then a small quiz at the end.

• Your participation and quizzes will contribute to your final mark.

• Again — the idea is to get your working and thinking and communicating.

• It is definitely not another hour of lecture or a tutorial. The TAs in the workshop
will not give you the answer to the problem. They are there to help you work out the
answer.

• More on this in the workshops. They start next week.

1.5 Assessment

• No calculators or formula sheets.

• 50% = final exam in December

• 50% = term work:

– For mathematics 104

⇤ 30% = 2 midterm exams. The dates are on the common website. Put them
into your calendar and email the IIC right away if you have a valid time
conflict.

⇤ 10% = webwork assignments

⇤ 10% = Section Specific. We will mainly do quizzes and worksheets.

– For mathematics 184

⇤ 20% = 2 midterm exams.

⇤ 10% = webwork assignments

⇤ 10% = workshop marks

⇤ 10% = Section Specific
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• Your final mark may be subject to a small amount of “scaling”. This is done to ensure
fairness and uniformity accross all sections. It’s done by the IIC and the Undergraduate
Chair.

• If you miss a piece of assessment due to illness or disaster then I need to be notified
(eg an email or phone call “I was sick”) within 72 hours. I will then need to see
documentation — eg letter from a physician.

• Please do not eat cheap or leftover sushi just before the midterms or exam. It is
surprising how many students get sick because of doing this.

1.6 Food, Laptops and cellphones

• Please turn them o↵! Texting is not the same as “o↵”.

• If you really really want to use your laptop to take notes, then please sit in the back
row. I do not want your laptop to be distracting students behind you. And I would
like to see the notes that you take — just to be sure.

• Similarly if you want to use a camera to photograph the board.

• In any case you should bring a notebook to class as I will ask you to do small exercises
during lecture time.

• I think that the building manager would prefer you did not eat in class, but If you want
to eat in class, then please be neat and quiet. No raw carrot + celery nachoes please.

1.7 What you need to do for this course

• It is critical that you do not fall behind.

• Keep up with the lecture notes, read the textbook, talk to your fellow students and ask
me questions.

• It is definitely not su�cient to just turn up to lectures.

• You must write and re-read your notes — some people will complain that they cannot
write and listen — it is a skill you must learn. If I am going too fast please tell me
(either in person or by email).

• You must read the textbook.

• You must, and this cannot be stressed enough, do the homework each week.

• Everything you do to make your time in this course passive is bad. Learning is an
active process. I will ask you to do problems in class from time to time so that you can
really test if you understand stu↵. This also helps me check that you understand stu↵.

• There is a great di↵erence between looking at a solution and saying “I get that” and
actually doing a problem!
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