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Alia Hamieh: The Congru&nt Number Problem

A positive rational number is said tolbe congruent if it is the area of some right
triangle with rational sides. The question of determining whether a given number
IS congruent is called the congruent number problem. Thisis a thousand-year-old
unsolved problem in number theory. In this talk, we present a detailed description
of this problem and discuss its connedtion with the theory of elliptic curves.
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