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Specific activities performed by STLF

1) Professional development 

· Attended weekly STLF Meetings (Nov 7, 21, 28) and Reading Group (Nov 6, 13, 20, 27).
· MetaSTLF Meeting – overview of current work status and setting goals (Nov 15).

· Attended Ido Roll’s talk on his research in help-seeking in online tasks for high school geometry, with some interesting ways of measuring how much students are using help and how well they are using a sequence of hints (Nov 22).
· Attended Francis Jones’ Science Supper Series on development of the Classroom Dynamics Observation Protocol (CDOP) (Nov 22).  It was very interesting to see initial impressions/questions from those who are not already experienced with this or similar instruments (had gotten used to discussing at length with other CWSEI folk).
· Writing progress: Minimal, unfortunately.  Met with Costanza to plan out re-coding of linear approximation assessments from teaching methods comparison paper.  A few new plans for the MAPS paper.
2) Department meetings/activity

· With Costanza Piccolo, met with Rajiv Gupta (Undergraduate Chair) to discuss the addition of new questions to the end-of-term instructor survey for large multisection courses.  We have drafted prompts about the use of webwork and common evening midterms to check in with instructors this term, as both of these are now implemented in many courses (including all of the non-honours Calc 1 courses).
· Attended Lunch Series on Teaching and Learning in the department: Eric Cytrynbaum’s presentation of the use of wikis for coordinating instructors and course websites as well as use of the student discussion forum Piazza (Nov 8); and a presentation from the department’s TA Accreditation Program  (TAAP) which has piloted a more focused course in teaching and learning run by graduate students for graduate students, including exploration of different topics and reading (How Learning Works and What The Best College Teachers Do) with reflection and discussion (Nov 27).

3) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Weekly meeting with other Math STLFs (Nov 14, 21, 28).
· Math STLFs meeting with Sarah Gilbert to discuss project status (Nov 7).

· Math STLF Reading Group: Costanza Piccolo presented about a metacognitive training system for high school-level math students (Nov 30). 
· Math Attitudes and Perceptions Survey:  Final student interviews will happen in early December.
· Observations for the CWSEI’s CDOP: Observed two classes and provided feedback on the CDOP instrument currently in development.
4) Course-specific meetings/activities

MATH 104 – Differential Calculus for Social Sciences

1. Continued: weekly meetings and work with Sujatha Ramdorai in developing and assisting activities in the last 20 minutes in most classes, generally involving a worksheet and usually some clicker questions.  Some transition in terms of responsibility for running the activities did occur this month, with the instructor attempting more with less from me.  I will be be preparing a package of worksheets and clicker questions (along with brief notes about use) to be used in future terms.
2. Corresponded with Albert Chau, the instructor in charge, about various course items.
3. Attended instructor meetings (held most weeks); discussion continues to centre around content coverage (which topics have been covered) and much of the time is devoted to discussion of the common midterms.

4. Covered full class time while regular instructor was away; re-used Linear Approximation materials developed last year.  I also reused the quiz assessment which involved plotting the tangent line; the rate of students that could plot the tangent correctly was similar to the high engagement section in our teaching methods comparison study.
5. Currently running end-of-term survey on attitudes and study habits, including a question about student concerns with evening midterms for the course.  Response rate is again higher than previous terms, which I again attribute to the visibility by including a link on webwork.  This will form a pre/post sequence for MAPS this term, as well as give some indicators of strategies used by successful students in the course, with some interesting comparisons possible for the “have calculus before” and “have not” groups (as established in the start of term survey).
MATH 110 – Differential Calculus (2 semester version)

1. Met with Instructor In Charge, Fok-Shuen Leung.  We will attempt to hold  a focus group in January (plus one in Spring to match that of March, 2012) on the use of the textbook and other online resources.

2. Ran end-of-term survey on attitudes and study habits (note: this is a two-term course) similar to that in Math 104/184 (based on Joseph Lo’s survey on use of study resources from last year in Math 110); some preliminary results shared with instructor so far.

Plan for immediate future work
MATH 104/184:

1. Teaching Methods Comparison paper: collecting final numbers from the assessments for the second topic (Linear Approximation).
2. Collection of clicker questions and worksheets with brief lesson usage ideas/data; the instructor has requested a paper version, and there will also be an electronic collection that forms the basis for these printouts.
3. Prepare a report on factors influencing student success, as measured in the term’s course surveys and common assessments (mideterms and finals; in the immediate future only scores are available, but the final exams will be stored if further data collection would be helpful).
MATH 110:

1. Check in with the other course instructors about their experiences with the online textbook.
Matlab Courses:

1. Complete and submit report for the upper-year Matlab labs (Mech 2 program and Math 358) by adding in material and assessment from Math 358 and completing graphs/tables in data reporting from Mech 2.







