Math 360 Survey


October 6th, 2011

26 surveys 

1) In what program are you?

MATH 


7  (1 hon)

CompSci 

1

General Science 

3


Math/LS 

1

Commerce 


1  


BioSci 


1




Stats 



1 


Arts major in math 
1




Science 


2


Comb Major  Econ/Math, Pharm./Math 
2

Blank 



4


Exchange 

1

Declared “unclassified
2

2) Which of the following Math courses have you taken? Check all that apply. If you are taking a course at the same time as Math 360, please indicate so. 

· MATH 200 or any other Multivariable Calculus courses  

All except exchange st and 1 unclassified st

· MATH 215 or any other Ordinary Differential Equations courses  
17

· MATH 221 or any other elementary Linear Algebra  courses 
 20

· MATH 210 or an equivalent Computing course 

 10

· MATH 220 
            7

· MATH 300 

7


· MATH 302

12


· MATH 303

2


· MATH 307  

5

○ MATH 318  

1


○ MATH 340 

9


○ MATH 342

 3

· MATH 317  

 10

· MATH 310  

 2

· MATH 316  

 6

· MATH 320  

2

· MATH 321

 1

· MATH 322 

1

· MATH 308  

1

· MATH 305  

 1

· MATH 312  

1

· MATH 400 

  1


· MATH 405

3




· MATH 414   

 4

· MATH 418   

 1



· MATH 443  

 1

· MATH 437

1

· MATH 422 

1

MATH 437

 1
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3) Why are you taking Math 360? 

Want to learn more about modeling 


8

Suggested by professor at home school

1

Learn matlab and modeling seems interesting  
3

Know more about how math relates with our daily life  
4   (bio applications 
2)

To fulfill requiments 




9

Looks more interesting than other courses 

2

Enjoy a more applied side of math/appears more application-based course  
3

Could help me develop marketable skills  

2

Appears easier than 300-level courses

1

Because it’s a new course 



1

Level of math expected (only 1st yr calc)

1

5) Before taking Math 360, did you know how to write a computer program? 

○Yes   

17


○No

6


○Not sure  
3   

If yes, which of the following programming languages and/or software packages have you used before taking this course?

· C  

5

           

· C++

5
    

· Java  

16



· VBasic  

3

· MATLAB  
6
           

· Maple
  
5              

· Mathematica
3


· Octave 

3

· Other 

7   

6) How familiar are you with the material (=math content) covered in the course so far?

· Very familiar

2

· Somewhat familiar
20

· Not familiar at all
4

Please list what course material/topics have you seen before:

Optimization 


5

Cobwebbing 

1

Linear programming 

5

Population dynamics 
1

Times series/stability

3

Equilibrium points

4


7) How interesting do you find the material covered in the course?

· Very interesting

16

· Somewhat interesting

10

· Not interesting at all



8) How challenging do you find the math content covered in the course so far?

· Very challenging

3

· Somewhat challenging
21

· Not challenging at all

2

Please list the most/least challenging topic(s):

Somewhat challenging

Reading assignment is hard, don’t know what is being expected

Chaos, reading assignment is hard to understand

Most challenging part of the course so far has been implementing the problems in Matlab

Bifurcation diagrams are most challenging, cobwebbing is the least challenging

(most) Creating and understanding bifurcation diagrams, (least) creation of computer programs

Optimization: boring/easy, current stuff: good pace

Most: bifurcations, least: time series

Most: understanding chaotic regime

Good so far

Chaos, especially in the lab—challenging,   cobwebbing—pretty approachable topic

Least recent to most recent (probably implying early material being easy and current material being hard)

Using Matlab

Takes some time remembering how to do some of the math sometimes

Easiest—lack clutch, most difficult—bifurcation

Bifurcation was difficult to approach especially in the lab

Most challenging—concept of time series, it’s new to me, have to get used to it. 

All topics are new to me, so it takes time to digest material

Very challenging

Labs are very challenging

9) How challenging do you find the lab assignments?

· Very challenging

7

· Somewhat challenging
15

· Not challenging at all

4

If you find them challenging, please explain why:

Somewhat challenging

Started way too easy (first few labs too easy)

Hard to learn the material and apply it quickly

Can be confusing

Never used matlab before so it takes time to become familiar

Haven’t programmed for a few years, but the level seems appropriate

Can be hard for people who don’t know about computer language

Lack of knowledge of matlab and lack of understanding of bifurcation diagrams (previous labs did good job)

Many unfamiliar topics never seen before

Hard to formulate matlab code

Matlab commands give me trouble sometimes and it takes times to figure out code sometimes

Unfamiliar with matlab

Learning Matlab commands, but we have help and it’s fine

It takes time to absorb the logic behind it, I’m new to matlab

Very challenging  (3 never programmed before, 4 some experience)

Instructions are often unclear, challenging to implement problems in matlab

Not familiar with Matlab, don’t know how to start sometimes

Not familiar with Matlab, the logic is hard, hard to construct code

No prior knowledge of programming and no programming is taught in the course, hard to learn on my own

Challenging since I’m not familiar with the programming language

Hard to figure out which code to write, also takes a lot of time

Am not very good with computer programs

10) Which course component would you like to see changed/improved?

· Lectures


5

· Computer labs


7

· Reading assignments

6

· Other (please specify)  
2

Blank 

7        (1 commented positively about the course in general)

Please explain why and how you think the component(s) could be improved:

Lectures

Sometimes unsure if material is key, or just interesting points brought up for sidenotes

Like today, should always have some math and some application

A little more structured so its easier to take notes (or write more of what you say on the board)

Maybe some course notes online

It’d more informative if we can have the handouts for the course material taught in the lectures available online

Labs

Maybe extend deadline to Monday so we can have the weekend to work on it

Slightly more challenging labs

More examples and explanation

I could get the concept on paper but may not be able to do it using a computer program

Wish there was a step-by-step guide

Labs could be better explained or tutorials can held specifically for lab based help. Lectures to include matlab prog.

Instructions on the labs should be more clear

Reading Assignments

Somewhat abstract academic readings (some concepts are easy, others not)

Sometimes too hard to understand

Not very useful or hard to understand in some topic

Hard to judge how much of an article you’re expected to know/understand completely/partly etc. for quiz

Scientific research paper is a bit too hard for us to understand

Too hard

Other

Want easier/more times the lab is accessible

It may be nice to have online notes to help with studying and with lectures

_1379434223

