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ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF DIFFUSION PROCESSES
INTO THE WIENER PROCESS*
GEORGE W. BLUMANf
Abstract. Necessary and sufficient conditions are given for transforming (constructively) a one-dimensional diffusion process described by a Kolmogorov equation into the Wiener process. These conditions are
shown to be equivalent to invariance of a parabolic partial differential equation under a six-parameter Lie
group of point transformations. Moreover these conditions correspond to a significant generalization of
Cherkasov’s result; i.e., a much wider class of Kolmogorov equations can be derived from the Wiener process
than was previously realized.

1. Introduction. In this paper we find the most general one-dimensional diffusion
process, whose transition probability density function (transition pdf) satisfies a
Kolmogorov equation, which can be derived from the Wiener process. The one-to-one
transformation relating the processes is given explicitly, leading to the construction of
the corresponding transition pdf.
In his celebrated work, [4], Kolmogorov posed the problem we discuss. Cherkasov
[3] gave a partial solution to Kolmogorov’s question but he restricted himself to a
special class of point transformations used by Kolmogorov in [4]. A recent paper, [6],
interpreting Cherkasov’s result, unfortunately has given the impression that Cherkasov
found "necessary and sufficient conditions for transforming into the Wiener process a
one-dimensional diffusion process described by a Kolmogorov equation".
By considering general point transformations we find necessary and sufficient
conditions for relating the Wiener process to a one-dimensional diffusion process
describing a transition pdf. In 4 Cherkasov’s restriction on the coefficients is demonstrated to be a rather special case of our general result.
The Kolmogorov equation is a parabolic partial differential equation (p.d.e.). In
the course of this paper we consider the invariance of parabolic p.d.e.’s under Lie
groups of point transformations. It is shown that a one-dimensional linear parabolic
p.d.e, is invariant under at most a six-parameter Lie group of point transformations.
Moreover, as shown by Lie [5], a linear parabolic p.d.e, can be mapped, one-to-one,
into the heat equation (the governing p.d.e, of a Wiener process) if and only if it is
invariant under a six-parameter continuous group (Lie group) of point transformations.
However Lie’s proof corresponded to a classification scheme for parabolic p.d.e.’s.
Explicitly, Lie neither determined the class of parabolic p.d.e.’s equivalent to the heat
equation nor constructed the corresponding mapping. Here we give a direct proof
which explicitly determines the class of such p.d.e.’s and constructs the mapping.
Moreover our method of proof could be extended to other mapping problems.
As a consequence a diffusion process can be transformed into a Wiener process if
and only if the corresponding Kolmogorov equation is invariant under a six-parameter
Lie group of point transformations. In applying our results to a specific Kolmogorov
equation it may be easier to first check whether its coefficients lead to six-parameter
invariance rather than to check whether its coefficients satisfy the equations developed
in 4.
* Received by the editors September 4, 1979, and in final form November 23, 1979.
Department of Mathematics and Institute of Applied Mathematics and Statistics, University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1W5, Canada.

"

238

TRANSFORMATION OF DIFFUSION PROCESSES

239

2. Some preliminaries. Let f(t, x; u, y) be the transition pdf of a Markov process
satisfying a Kolmogorov equation
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2 b(t, x)
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for x in some interval/, < u, with initial condition
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where 6 is the Dirac delta function.
Our aim is to find all possible types of the coefficients {a(t, x), b(t, x)} so that
{(2.1), (2.2)} can be transformed, in a one-to-one manner, to a Wiener process whose
transition pdf f(, Y; )7) satisfies the "backward" heat equation
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Cherkasov [3] solved a limited form of Kolmogorov’s problem where he restricted
himself to one-to-one point transformations of the form
L

Oy

In this paper we seek the most general one-to-one point transformation of the form
X(t, x, f),
(2.6)
T(t, x, f),
f F(t, x, f),
and corresponding coefficients {a(t, x), b(t, x)}, so that {(2.1), (2.2)} is equivalent to
{(2.3), (2.4)}. In seeking such a mapping formula, (2.6), {y, u} are related to {;,
according to it.
If we let

x’ c(t, x),

(2.7)

t’ t,

where

(t, x)=

(2.8)

[a(t, z)] -/ dz,

for some arbitrary xo /, then (2.1) becomes
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If we let {C(t’, x’), f’} be such that

(2.11)
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and

(2.12)
we find that (2.1) is equivalent to

of + G(t’, x ,)f,
of’+
at--70(x;)-

(2.13)

O,

where

(2 14)
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Our problem now reduces to finding the most general G(t’, x’) and mapping (2.6),
so that (2.13) with

(2.15)

,’-,,limf’(t"x"u’Y’)=[e

-c(u’’y’)

O

-O-y (U, y)

6(x’- y’),

can be transformed one-to-one into {(2.3), (2.4)}, where y’= (u, y), u’= u.

3. Construction oI the mapping. In this section, for convenience of notation, we
unprime the primed variables of {} 2. First we prove a theorem concerning a group
theoretical property of p.d.e.’s of the form (2.13).
THEOREM 1. (2.13) is invariant under a six.parameter Lie group of point transformations if and only if G(t, x) is of the form

G(t, x)=qo(t)+ql(t)x +q2(t)x 2,

(3.1)

where {qo(t), ql(t), q2(t)} are arbitrary functions of t.
Proof. Say the one-parameter (e) Lie group of point transformations,

t* + er(t, x, f)+ O(e2),
x* x + e((t, x, f)+ O(e 2),
f* f + err(t, x, f) + O(e 2),

(3.2)

,

leaves invariant (2.13). Then the determining equations 1] for the group infinitesimals
{r, or} reduce to

(3.3)

r(t),

:

so(t, x),

(t’ x)

gxr

(t)+A(t),

g(t, x)f,
where (a prime corresponds to differentiation with respect to t),
(3.4)

r

rr

xZr"(t)

g(t, x) =+sxA’(t)+B(t),
8

and, with respect to a given G(t,x), {r(t),A(t),B(t)} must satisfy the differential
equation
x2
r’"(t) + 1/4r"(t) + xa tt) + B’(t)
8

(3.5)

oG
oG+ r’(t)G=O.
+[1/2xr’(t)+A(t)]-x +r(t) 7
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From (3.5) we see that at most a six-parameter Lie group of point transformations
leaves invariant (2.13) since, respectively, there are at most three arbitrary constants for
-(t), at most two for A(t), and at most one for B(t) in the solution of (3.5) for a given
G(t, x). Moreover it is clear that G(t, x) must be analytic in x for six-parameter
invariance. After representing G(t, x) in a power series in x, from (3.5) it is easy to show
that (2.13) is invariant under a six-parameter Lie group of point transformations if and
only if

i.e., G(t, x) satisfies (3.1). This completes the proof of Theorem 1.
If G(t, x) satisfies (3.1), the resulting equations satisfied by {r(t), A(t), B(t)} are:

(3.6)

---+

2qz(t)r’ + q (t)r 0,

1/2A" + 2q2(t)A -(}ql(t)" + ql (t)r),
(3.7)
B’= -[1/4’" + qo(t)" + qo(t)" + ql(t)A].
(3.8)
Next we prove a lemma concerning a necessary condition for the existence of a
mapping between a Kolmogorov equation (2.1) and the backward heat equation (2.3).
LEMMA. If it is possible to map (2.1) or, equivalently (2.13), into (2.3) by a
one.to-one point transformation, then G(t, x) must be of the form (3.1); i.e., (2.1) must be
invariant under a six-parameter Lie group of point transformations.
Proof. The backward heat equation (2.3) is invariant under the six-parameter
{c1, crz,..., c6} Lie group of point transformations [1], [2]:

(3.9)

+ () + O(e ),
+ e(, ) + o(e ),
(f-)* f+,g(i, ).f+

()*
(i)*

where

(3.10)

() --c1 + 2ce2 Cr3() 2,
:(, $) cz$ c35 + c4- crs,
(, ) [1/2-1/4()1- 1/2s + 6.

A one-to-one point transformation of the form (2.6) relating solutions of (2.13) to
those of (2.3) must in turn induce a one-to-one mapping which relates the Lie group of
point transformations of (2,13) to that of (2.3) by some appropriate representation of
their respective parameters. Hence the existence of such a mapping requires that point
Lie groups of (2.13) and (2.3) have the same number of parameters, completing the
proof of the lemma.
We are now ready to solve the problem posed at the end of 2. In particular, in the
following theorem we show that the necessary condition of our lemma is also a sufficient
condition, so that a Kolmogorov equation can be mapped one-to-one into the backward
heat equation if and only if it is invariant under a six-parameter Lie group of point
transformations. Moreover we explicitly construct the mapping and show that we never
have to solve {(3.6), (3.7), (3.8)} in order to construct the mapping.
THEOREM 2. If G(t, x) is of the form (3.1) then we can transform (2.13) to (2.3),
constructively, by a one-to-one mapping.
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Proof. We prove this theorem by showing how to construct a one-to-one mapping
relating solutions of (2.13) to those of (2.3). The procedure we follow is first to demand
that a mapping (2.6) transform the group of (2.13) into the group of (2.3). This idea is
used to construct such a mapping. One can then demonstrate that this mapping does
indeed transform (2.13) into (2.3) in a one-to-one manner. We now proceed.
Clearly we must show how to construct the required mapping without explicitly
computing the solution of {(3.6), (3.7), (3.8)}, i.e., {r(t), A(t), B(t)}. Let
3

-=

(3.11)

i=1

represent the general solution of (3.6) where {r(/), -(t), ’3(/)} are linearly independent
solutions of (3.6) and {a l, a2, a3} are arbitrary constants.
Assuming the form (3.11) for -(t), we let

E

A

(3.12a)

aiAi(t)

i=1

represent the general solution of (3.7), where

(3.12b)

(3 12c)

1/2A] + 2q(t)A O,
4, 5,
1/2A" +2q(t)Ai -[qa(t)r +qi(t)r,]

1, 2, 3,

and {c4, c5} are additional arbitrary constants. Here {A4(t),As(t)} are linearly
independent solutions of the homogeneous part of (3.7); A(t) is a particular solution of
1, 2, 3.
(3.7) corresponding to the input r(t) for
Assuming (3.11) and (3.12abc), we let
6

E

B

(3.13a)

ceiBi(t)

i=1

represent the general solution of (3.8), where

(3.13b)
(3.13c)
(3.13d)

B; =0,
Bi

BI

q (t)A i,

i=4,5,

-[ql(t)Ai +-Ti

-1- qo (t)r + q0(t)r]

i= 1 2, 3

and O 6 is an additional arbitrary constant. Here B6(t) is a solution of the homogeneous
part of (3.8); B(t) is a particular solution of (3.8), corresponding to the input A(t) for
4, 5; and to the input ’i(t) with corresponding A(t) for
1, 2, 3.
Each of the parameters {a a,
a6} corresponds to a one-parameter subgroup
of the six-parameter Lie group of point transformations.
It turns out that the mapping (2.6) reduces to the form

,

,

X(t, x),
T(t),
(3.14a, b, c)
f F(t, x)f.
If (3.14abc) maps (2.13) into (2.3) then, by some appropriate representation, it is
necessary that (3.14) maps, parameter by parameter, the group of (2.13) into the group
of (2.3). Hence after transforming (3.14abc) by the group of (2.13) the resulting
infinitesimals must be those of (2.3). This leads to differential equations satisfied by
{T(t), X(t,x), F(t, x)} whose solutions are shown to lead to our mapping. The
parameter representation we use is the direct one of associating respectively the
a6} with those used to describe the group of the backward heat
parameters {a c,
equation (3.10).

,

,
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After respectively equating the coefficients of each of the parameters {aa, O2, O3}
from the O(e) terms in the expansion of ()*= T(t*), we find that
{’t’l(t), 7"2(t), "r3(t), T(t)} satisfy

(3.15)

dT

-dt
,

dT dt
---,

2T

7"

7"2

dT -dt
it,2 T3

The consistency relations corresponding to (3.6) and (3.15) lead to T(t) satisfying the
grand equation

2 T’"(T’) 3- 3(T’)2(T") 2-16q2(t)(T’) 4

(3.16)

Note that if M
M(t), namely,

O.

T"/T’= d/dt(log ]T’I), then (3.16) reduces to a Ricatti equation for
2M’= (M) 2 + 16q2(t).

(3.17)

Hence if q2(t) -> 0 for all t, then T’(t) is a monotone function, and thus a solution T(t) of
(3.16) defines a one-to-one mapping.
After respectively equating the coefficients of {a4, as, a2, a3, aa} from the O(e)
terms in the expansion of (Y)* =X(t*,x*), we find that X(t, x) must satisfy the
equations

OX

(3.18)

A4---x

(3.19)

-T,
As=
0x

(3.20)

(3.21)

1,

OX

X [gxr2 + a

OX

OX

TX + [gxr3 + a 3]-7--_0x + r3
[gxrl +

(3.22)

OX

OX

OX

A1]--x + ’1
Ot

The solution of {(3.18), (3.19), (3.20)} leads to

(3.23)

-

OX

2]7-0x r2-

O,
O,
O.

X(t, x)= Cox/T’(t) + Y(t),

where Y(t) satisfies

(3.24)

2

T
T- - y,_ y _Co/-; A2,

Co is an arbitrary constant.
After equating the coefficients of c4 and ce5 from the O(e) termsin the expansion of
()* F(t*, x*)f*, we find that F(t, x) satisfies the equations
and

(3.25)

+0F [gxA4a
A4_X_x

(3.26)

[1/2X + 1/2xA’5 + Bs]F
A5--070F+
x

+ B4]F O,
O.
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This leads us to see that

Co 1

(3.27)

X(t, x)

(3.28)

and that

x4-- 2B4T- 2B,
xT" xB4/F(t, x)= W(t) exp

[

8 T’

where

ql(S)T(s)[T’(s)] -lIE ds,

Bs=
o

(3.29)

B4"---It q(s)[T’(s)]-/2

ds,

o

and W(t) is arbitrary.
The coefficient of the c2 parameter in the O(e) terms in the expansion of
(]:)* F(t*, x*)f* results in W(t) satisfying

(3.30)

’E W’ + [BE

A B44-7] W O,

where

(3.31a)
A2 2B4T(T’)-/2-2Bs(T’)-/2,
(3.3 lb)
r2 2 T(T’)
B2(t) satisfies (3.13d) for i= 2,
(3.31 c)
B2 -r2 2B4Bs qo(t)’2 + A,
where A is an arbitrary constant, so that

-.

(3.32)

W(t) exp

It [A2(s)B4(s)/T’(s)-B2(s)]
(s)

ds.

Since the constructed F(t, x)>0 for all t, x, and OX/Ox x/-;, we see that the
constructed mapping is one-to-one where we use a solution to the grand equation (3.16)
where T’(t)> 0 for all t. By direct calculation it is now easy to check that if A 1/2 our
constructed mapping is indeed a one-to-one mapping between (2.13) and (2.3),
completing the proof of Theorem 2.
We now close this section with a few remarks.
Remark 1. If q2(t)-0, then it is easy to show that T=(a+a2t)/(t+a3) where
{a, a2, a3} are arbitrary constants.
Remark 2. There is still a further degree of freedom in our mapping, namely that
C* W(t) solves (3.30) for an arbitrary constant C* so that f C*F(t, x)f. To map the
diffusion process {(2.1), (2.2)} into the Wiener process {(2.3), (2.4)} requires that the
source conditions map into each other. In terms of the variables of 2, this leads to

(3.33)

C*= e c(’’’’’

O(u, y)

-1

[T (u)]- [F(u’, y’)]-.

Remark 3. Since every linear parabolic p.d.e, in one dimension can be mapped
into the form (2.13) it follows that such a p.d.e, is equivalent to the heat equation if and
only if it is invariant under a six-parameter Lie group of point transformations. This
appears to be the easiest way to apply Theorem 2 to a given parabolic p.d.e, and in
particular to Kolmogorov’s equation (2.1); i.e., instead of computing G(t, x) for a given
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parabolic p.d.e, it is better to first check whether the given p:d.e, is invariant under a
six-parameter Lie group of point transformations. If this is the case then one should
compute G(t, x) and apply the mapping formulas.
Remark 4. There is a unique structure for the maximal six-parameter Lie group of
point transformations which can leave invariant a one-dimensional linear parabolic
partial differential equation, a result previously proved by Lie in his symmetry
classification scheme for linear p.d.e.’s [5].
4. Connection with Cherkasov’s result. Restricting himself to transformations of
the form (2.4), and setting

ce(t, x)=[a(t, x)] 1/2,

(4.1)

[a(t,z)] -1/2 dz,

(t,x)=[a(t,x)] /2

I

Oa(t,x)
y(t,x)=2b(t,x)- -[a(t, x)] /2
Ox

Oa(t, z)

------[a(t, z)] -3/2 dz,
3t

Cherkasov [3] showed that {(2.1), (2.2)} maps one-to-one into {(2.3), (2.4)} if and only if
{c (t, x), B(t, x), 3,(t, x)} satisfy the determinant equation

(4.2)

/3x

cex

y =0,

where c Oc/Ox, etc.
We show that Cherkasov’s condition is a special case of the results of 3; i.e., a
much wider class of diffusion processes can be mapped one-to-one into the Wiener
process than is indicated by the Cherkasov condition (4.2). First we reformulate
Cherkasov’s result in a more convenient way. In terms of Cherkasov’s variables (4.1),
one can show that D(t’, x’) defined by (2.10) satisfies

D(t’ x’)=

(4.3)

y(t, x)
2c(t, x)"

Then Cherkasov’s result reduces to {c, D} satisfying

(4.4)

c (t,

oZo
OD
x) +c(t,
x)= 0.
2
Ox

Ox

But the operator O/Ox’=ce(t,x)O/Ox, so that Cherkasov’s result (4.2) becomes
equivalent to

02D (t’, x ’)
O(x,) =0,
or

(4.5)

,(t, x)
=po(t)+pl(t)
2c(t, x)

[a(t, z)] -/2 dz,

where {p0(t), pl(t)} are arbitrary functions of t.
In terms of D(t’, x’), using (2.11), (2.14) and (3.1), Theorem 2 can be restated to
say that a diffusion process can be mapped one-to-one into a Wiener process if and only
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if D(t’, x’) satisfies the p.d.e.
0

(4.6)

O(x,)2

OOq
[OO-+ DDOx’ + 0(x’)ZJ

=0.

Note that Cherkasov’s result, corresponding to D(t’, x’) satisfying oZD/o(x’) 2= O, is a
special solution class of (4.6). It should also be noted that if n(t’, x’) satisfies the
backward heat equation, then

20n/Ox’

D=
n

solves (4.6), generating another special solution class of (4.6).
In terms of the original variables (4.6) is equivalent to {a(t, x), b(t, x), D} satisfying
the p.d.e.
a

(4.7)

O3D
3040
+ [cb + 5c2ax]
OX 4

OX 3

+ [2cbx + cb + 4a (a) 2 + 2aZax]
OD

+ [b,, + b,]-0-x +

O2D
at Ox

"ff-a

020
Ox 2

OZD
ot(Ox

)2--0.

For the important special case where the coefficients of Kolmogorov’s equation
(2.1) are independent of t,
2b(x)-a’(x)
D
x’= [a(z)] -a/2 dz.
(4.8)

2[a(x)]X/z

0

Here Cherkasov’s result reduces to requiring

(4.9)

D=po+pl

[a(z)] -1/2 dz,

where po and Pl are arbitrary constants for some fixed x0. Theorem 2 corresponds to the
generalization D- l’/l, where l(x’) satisfies the confluent hypergeometric type equation

(4.1 O)

d21
d (x’) 2

+ [ro + rlx’+ r2(x’)2]l O,

where {ro, rl, r2} are arbitrary constants. Here Theorem 2 allows D to have four
arbitrary constants whereas Cherkasov’s result allows two arbitrary constants. The
special subcase where a(x) const., corresponds to D b(x) and x’= x in (4.9) and

(4.10).
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