STLF Report to CWSEI and Mathematics Department 

STLF: Warren Code
Period: 16/1/10 – 31/1/10
Submitted: 29/1/10

Specific activities performed by STLF
1) Professional development 

· Attended weekly STLF meetings (Jan 21, 28).
· Attended weekly Reading Group meetings (Jan 18, 25).
· Participated in iClicker workshop given by the OLT (Jan 25).

· Participated in second half of Instructional Skills Workshop hosted at TAG (Jan 16, 17).
· Attended Graduate Certificate Program in Teaching session, topic: The Learner (Jan 22).
2) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Attended weekly progress meetings with the Math STLF group (Jan 22, 29).

· Met with Costanza Piccolo and others to discuss a teaching seminar or “lunch series” (Jan 22); Costanza and I have since followed up with some questions to faculty to estimate feasibility of a range of formats and topics.  Expect first session to appear in March.
3) Course-specific meetings/activities

MATH 152 – Linear Systems, MATLAB Labs
1. Meetings with Instructor In Charge: planned simple MATLAB questions for homework assignments (will study results once some of these are graded),

2. Added a few “sense-making” learning goals based on feedback from CW.  

3. Observed sections of Lab 2.
4. Attended weekly Lab TA meetings (Jan 20, 27) and instructors meeting (Jan 22).
5. Questioned TAs briefly after their first labs to ascertain common student problems with content and/or structure of the labs.  Students were not familiar with the term “diagonal” as applied to a matrix (appears in lab but not yet in lectures), and some were unsure of the use of two-digit numbers in a matrix (many/all basic examples show only single digit entries).

6. Reviewed course notes up to Chapter 3.

MATH 253 for MECH 2 – Multivariable and Vector Calculus, MATLAB Labs
1. Provided feedback on multiple drafts of Lab 1 and Lab 2.

2. Attended meetings of the MECH 2 instructor team (Jan 23).

3. Met with the Instructor: finalized 
4. Suggested that, as appropriate, references to lab activities could be included in the lectures; this seemed well-received and merits further investigation.
5. Reviewed exit surveys for MECH 2 last year.
6. Began collecting week-by-week learning goals from last year into one document, combined with existing learning goals draft (developed in 2009).

7. Met with Josh Caulkins (STLF in EOS) to learn about teaching and assessment techniques  in EOSC 211, a course with MATLAB labs (Jan 28).

Current Project Status (material was prepared by either STLF or other members of the MATH SEI group)

MATH 152
Learning Goals: Current version of Learning Goals has been posted on course website.  We will continue to collect new goals (especially “sense-making” goals) to add for next year.
Assessments: Pre-assessment data is currently being processed by our TA.  Homework assignments with the new MATLAB questions are currently being graded.
New Methods/Materials: Simple MATLAB questions are appearing on the homework assignments, and MATLAB questions are being developed for the midterm.  Reviewed the updated course notes up to Chapter 3; they include more MATLAB content and more practice questions than last year.
MATH 253 for MECH 2
Learning Goals: Draft of course-level learning goals posted on Math CWSEI website. Topic-level learning goals exist as week-by-week goals still being collected from existing materials.
Assessments: Exit surveys from last year’s MECH 2 cohort after Math 253 and from this year’s MECH 2 cohort after first semester are available.  A weekly survey about the computer labs has been developed and will be administered (measuring completion rates, use of resources, attitudes towards learning goals) through the MECH 2 Vista site.
New Methods/Materials: Lab 1 and Lab 2 are ready for release (labs start week of Feb 1).  
Plan for immediate future work

MATH 152:

1. Study the student responses to MATLAB questions on their (paper) homework assignments to evaluate the difficulty level and feasibility of the question style in preparation for later assignments in the course.

2. Observe more labs in the second week Lab 2, and the first week of Lab 3.
3. Review pre-assessment data in an effort to discover issues of particular interest for observation in upcoming labs (still being processed).

4. Review sections of the course notes that will appear in lectures later in the semester.

MATH 253 for MECH 2

1. Put the Learning Goals into a more coherent, single document.
2. Meet course TA.

3. Observe labs (course begins Feb 1).

4. Plan some questions for this term’s exit survey that will complement and follow-up the weekly lab surveys.

