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Specific activities performed by STLF
1) Professional development 

· Attended weekly reading group discussions

· Attended weekly STLF meetings

2) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Attended weekly progress meetings with Stephanie von W. and Paul Ottaway.
· Attended monthly meeting with Carl and Stephanie on August 19

· Met with MATH 102/103 instructor and lab TA to discuss assessment of computer labs in the form of online surveys (MATH 102/103 is Calculus for Life Science, students have biweekly assignments that require the use of spreadsheets, regular drop-in computer tutorials are available) 

· Updated Math CWSEI webpage (www.math.ubc.ca/~cwsei)

3) Course-specific meetings/activities

     MATH 180/184 Workshops Project

1. Completed archiving workshop-related material on the SEI Course Materials website;

2. Helped prepare new Basic Skills Test. The 2009 BST will be used to determine whether students who do not meet the (new) prereq’s for MATH 180 or MATH 184 can nonetheless register in those courses. Unlike last year, the BST is a voluntary test and the mark earned on the test will not affect students’ final grades. 
3. Written detailed description of the workshop program to help with the transition to the new workshop coordinator; prepared recommendations for workshop-specific TA training.
4. Prepared weekly course outlines that integrate workshop topics with lecture material.

5. Attended orientation meetings for course instructors and workshop TAs (3 separate meetings)

6. Met with Rajiv Gupta, the new workshop coordinator, to discuss changes to the workshops. He agreed to the following changes: 

· meetings between course instructors and workshop coordinator will be scheduled weekly 

· assessment of students’ activities in the workshops will be based on two components: 50% from quizzes (which are called “Problem to Hand In” to relax testing atmosphere), 50% from participation. Quizzes will be written individually and on a weekly basis (except for the first workshop and the ones preceding the two midterm exam); students will be given 10 min to work on a problem and then a few minutes at the end to discuss the problem with their group after they hand in their work. For the moment there are no marks associated with the final group discussion. The participation mark is based on both attendance and active participation: Students will be required to attend all but one workshop; each student will receive a mark for their participation assigned by both the TAs and each of their group members. A clear written scoring scheme is available to TAs and students.
· Head TAs (who GTAs with extensive workshop experience) will meet with GTAs once a week to prepare for the upcoming workshops, Head TAs will also audit workshops and give feedback to other TAs
No work on the actual workshop problems has been planned yet.

MATH 307 – Applied Linear Algebra
1. Reviewed Chapter 1, 2 of the course lecture notes: edited topic-level learning goals to match lecture content, suggested changes to improve clarity and/or provide context; started writing summaries of MATLAB commands describing use, syntax, and output of all MATLAB commands used in the notes;

2. started drafting MATLAB tutorials aimed at helping beginner students familiarize with the software;
3. met with Richard F. to plan next year activities (see plan for immediate future);
4. reviewed end-of-year report (document is attached).
MATH 152 – Linear Systems

1. reviewed end-of-year report (document is attached);
2. met with Brian Wetton, IIC, to plan next year activity. Since Paul will be in charge of this course, he will provide more information on next year activity for this course (although a tentative plan is included in the end-of-year report).
3. prepared MATLAB questions to be included in the Mech 220 review quiz: At the beginning of the term, Mech 2 students write a review quiz; by adding a few questions involving MATLAB we hope to study retention of MATLAB programming knowledge as well as the effects of the new MATH 152 computer labs since most of Mech 2 students took MATH 152 last year.

Current Project Status (material was prepared by either STLF or other members of the MATH SEI group)

MATH 100/180 –104/184

Learning Goals: Course-level Learning Goals are completed for MATH 104/184 (second draft) and MATH 100/180 (first draft). Final version of overarching goals for MATH 180/184 workshops is completed. Workshop-specific learning goals are completed.   

Assessments: 2008/09: Student Surveys on Workshop activities, Pre-Post Tests

New Methods/Materials: 2008/09: All workshops are completed.
MATH 152 

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals is completed. 

Assessments: 2008/09: pre- and post-tests on linear systems, end-of-term student survey on computer labs.

New Methods/Materials: 2008/09: All labs are completed. Lecture Notes have been updated.

MATH 257/316

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals has been started. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: The following online tutorials are completed 

1. Basic EXCEL

2. How to evaluate the Fourier series of a function

3. How to evaluate the Fourier series solution for the 1D heat equation

4. How to solve differential equations numerically: the heat equation

5. How to solve differential equations numerically (and create an animation of the solution): the wave equation 

MATH 256 (Mech 221)

Learning Goals: Lab-specific learning goals have been started.

Assessments: 2008/09: End of term Student Survey on computer labs.

New Methods/Materials: 2008/09: All pre-labs and labs are completed: 

MATH 253 (Mech 222)

Learning Goals: First draft of course-level learning goals is completed. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: All labs have been revised.

MATH 307

Learning Goals: First draft of course-level and topic-level learning goals is completed. 

Assessments: 2008/09: Student surveys. Matlab quiz. Special homework assignments with extensive use of Matlab.

New Methods/Materials: Lecture Notes have been updated.

Plan for immediate future work
MATH 104/184 –100/180 (STLF in charge: Costanza)
1. Work with new workshop coordinator to improve workshop problem sets.

2. Complete analysis of student interviews with regard to the problem-solving part of the interview.
3. Continue literature search on group work and problem-solving.
MATH 257/316 (STLF in charge: Costanza)
1. Work with instructor to complete topic-level learning goals for the course. 

2. Archive Excel tutorials on CWSEI archive.

MATH 307 (STLF in charge: Costanza)
1. complete review of lecture notes;
2. help prepare assessment tools (lists of questions that can be asked in class, challenging homework assignments, online and in-class surveys);
3. assess course learning goals with particular attention to whether homework and exams match the course goals;
4. attend lectures to observe students’ reaction and collect students’ questions.
Plans for future activities in MATH 152, MATH 256 (Mech 221), MATH 253 (Mech 222), as well as plans for assessing the use of online homework in MATH 104, MATH 152, MATH 221 will be discussed by Paul. 

