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Specific activities performed by STLF
1) Professional development 

· Attended the weekly Reading Group discussions 

· Attended weekly STLF meetings

· Attended presentation by C. Topaz on “Innovative teaching practices in Mathematics”, on October 23, the first of a series of informal presentations on Math Education organized by the SEI-MATH group.

2) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Attended weekly progress meetings with the Math CWSEI group 

· Attended monthly meeting with Carl and the Math CWSEI group on October 26.

· Maintained regular email contact with the Math 102 Lab TA to make sure students were getting correct access information about the newly developed online surveys. Survey 1 and 2 should now be completed, data were downloaded and organized by our TA.

· Updated Math CWSEI webpage (www.math.ubc.ca/~cwsei)

3) Course-specific meetings/activities

     MATH 180/184 Workshops Project

1. Attended weekly meetings with course instructors and workshop coordinator to discuss course pace and topic for upcoming workshops.

2. Prepared weekly drafts of problem sets for the upcoming workshop. Drafts are discussed with workshop coordinator weekly and feedback on proposed problem sets is also collected from Head TAs and IIC’s; problem sets are then finalized by workshop coordinator.  In the last two weeks the problem sets included carefully constructed questions to help students build their own problem-solving strategy. The problem sets are attached. Carl, I tried to follow the ideas we discussed in various meetings about the mental processes at work in problem solving, but the more I work on this, the more I realise it’s not an easy task! The comments from TAs about the new structured problems are all positive, but after I observed a few students at work I’m not really convinced the way I split up the problems was that effective. I need to think about possible experiments to collect data on the effectiveness of these structured problems. 

3. Met with Head TAs and workshop coordinator to compile and discuss a list of recommendations for improving the workshop program management next year; discuss the possibility of creating a database of problems (Head TA is contemplating to apply for TELF funding for this project). 

4. Attended debriefing meeting with workshop coordinator and workshop TAs on October 27.

5. Attended two workshops per week to observe how students work through the selected problems. 

6. Prepared midterm survey and analysed responses. Results are attached: they confirm the general feeling that the workshops are running better this year! Students report to be more engaged with solving math problems and more appreciative of the value of the workshop activity.

MATH 307 – Applied Linear Algebra

1. Attended lectures to collect questions posed by instructor/students and observe students engagement; Met with R. Froese, IIC, to discuss class observations.

Current Project Status (material was prepared by either STLF or other members of the MATH SEI group)

MATH 100/180 –104/184

Learning Goals: Course-level Learning Goals are completed for both courses. Overarching goals for the workshops are completed. Workshop-specific learning goals have been developed.   

Assessments: regular quizzes in the workshops; Midterm survey.

New Methods/Materials: 8 workshops have been reviewed so far.

MATH 257/316

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals has been started. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: none

MATH 307

Learning Goals: Topic-level learning goals have been reviewed (Chapter 1 and 2 are completed)

Assessments: Online surveys

New Methods/Materials: Lecture Notes continue to be updated.

Plan for immediate future work

MATH 180/184 Workshops:

1. Continue to work with workshop coordinator to improve workshop problem sets.

2. Administer an end of term survey to measure student satisfaction with the workshops.

3. Continue the literature search on group work and problem-solving; prepare summary of main ideas available in the literature on mathematical problem solving.

4. Contact students with low workshop attendance to ask them why they are choosing not to attend.

5. Write up results of student interviews that were conducted last semester. 

MATH 257/316

1. Work with instructor to complete topic-level learning goals for the course. 

2. Archive Excel tutorials on CWSEI archive.

MATH 307

1. complete review of lecture notes and topic-level learning goals (Chapter 3 and 4);

2. help prepare assessment tools (lists of questions that can be asked in class, challenging homework assignments, online surveys);

3. continue to assess course material (assignments, exam questions, lecture notes) to make sure it matches course learning goals;

4. continue with class observations and collecting questions from students and instructor.

